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To:

Eduardo Contreras, Safety Enforcement Manager, OR-OSHA


From:

Jeff Bancroft, Chief Safety Officer, Portland Fire & Rescue
Date:

November 17, 2009
Subject:
    
Complaint No. 207460098
My investigation has confirmed that Commissioner Leonard was on the roof of Marysville School during the 3rd alarm fire. This was an unexpected occurrence and we have made plans to prevent anything such as this from happening again.  As you know Commissioner Leonard is a retired Portland Fire Lieutenant with 25 years of experience. To my knowledge, he was on the roof for observation purposes only.  He was wearing a firefighter turnout coat, turnout pants, helmet, and SCBA.  However, it has been some years since he was trained in the usage of this equipment. Clearly, Portland Fire & Rescue does not condone allowing former employees to ‘suit up’ and enter any hazard areas. We have established guidelines and policies that prohibit such occurrences.  The Acting Chief Engineer of Portland Fire & Rescue has discussed the issue with the Commissioner and he is apprised of this complaint. He is cooperating with our efforts to address these safety concerns.
Portland Fire & Rescue’s plan is to conduct a four hour refresher training session with the Commissioner, covering topics such as accountability (namely the buddy system), Personal Protective Equipment refresher, Self Contained Breathing Apparatus, PASS device, radio procedures, Physical Fitness Test and Mask Fit Test. This training will occur as soon as possible and repeat annually to keep him up to date and refresh his skill set. 
Additionally, any time the Commissioner is on the fireground, he will be paired up with the Incident Safety Officer. When the Commissioner is on scene he will be in an observation or advisory role and at no time will he be doing any ‘hands on’ fire fighting.  A memo will be issued reminding companies and officers that unauthorized or otherwise untrained personnel are to be restricted to non-hazardous areas of an incident only.
If you wish to discuss this or have further requests or information please feel free to contact me at my number listed below.

Thank you!

Jeff Bancroft 

Chief Safety Officer, Portland Fire & Rescue

 jbancroft@fire.ci.portland.or.us
