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In the Circuit Court of the State of Oregon for Lane County

THE STATE OF OREGON,

Plaintiff,

LAMICHAEL KEONDRAE JAMES

Defendant

(%]

ahove-named Defendant.

Case no. 221003585

b :Sen_tenc_ing Memorandum

 DANo.10-1048

COMES NOW the State of Oregon, by and through William E. Wamisher, Assistant

District Attorney for Lane County, to advise the Court in the matter of the sentencing of the

At the time the instant offense took place, th_e defend_ant and the victim had been'in a

- committed, ‘int_imate relationship for a significant perlod of time. They had introduced each

other to family members and were very close. When the victim learned that the defendant

‘had a female'house guest from outside Oregon, she went to the defendant’s residence to

speak w1th his guest. The house guest was alarmed refused to let the v1c:t|rn into the
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11nmed1ately in ﬁ'ont_of hls res1dence door.
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remdence, and subsequently called the defendant Shortly thereafter the defendant amved at . '

his re51dence ancl told the v1ct1m to leave He physmally removed the v1c:t1m ﬁom the area‘

| admits that he grabbed the v1ct1m by her collar and pushed her agamst h13 car. The VlCtIm

then got 1nto the defendant’s vehicle and removed I:us keys from the 1gmt10n Defendant




- ALEXGARDNER =

Avenue

Lane County District Attomay
125.E. 8%

Eugene, OR. 97401- .
{541) 682-4261 (541) 682-3890 ( fax)

NN RN RN
tLh

14

- 17

B W

=

o B v B |

11
12

13§ -

15
1¢f

18

19

[
\S)

=

LD

: grabbed the victim to remove her from his vehicle, but she kept his keys and ran from the car.

Defendant caught the victim, grabbed her waist and they fell to the ground in the bark mulch
Defendant removed his keys from the victim’s hand, ending the physical interaction. The
partles talked without further physical contact before the defendant drove away.

This mcldent presents complicated and changing legal tights and responsibilities as
the incident evolved. As the Court well knows, the Abuse .I:’reventio'n Act requires innnediate
arrest in circmnstances ‘such as these. Uniform enforcement of -that requirement has

undoubtedly saved ‘many lives, but it also requires law enforcement to rnake prehmmary

: chargmg dec1s1ons based on 1rnt1a1 reports before a more thorough mvest:lganon can be

completed Subsequent mvestlgatron and clanficatlon of the facts oﬂen result in mod1ﬁcat10n
of the crnmnal charges (in both directions). In this case, dismissal of some of the charges, the
admission of guilt by the defendant, and the recommended sentence are all appropriate to the
facts. The disposition reeornr_nended herein is also snpported by the victim. |

The subseqhent attention given to thts matter has been understandab_ly difficult for the
victim. Uninformed gossip, blogs, and lother internet communications have distorted the

circumstances, misstated the victim’s relationship with the defendant and compounded the

harm done to her. Some have publicly speculated that the victim reported this incident to the

policein retal_iation for the defendant’s infidelity. This is not born out by the facts and has not
been promulgated- by either the defendant or the 'Victim in this case. In fact, the victim

reported reIuctantly in response to pohce questrons aﬂer the defendant mformed her that the

_ pohce had become mvolved The defendant has clanﬁed these 1ssues in the attached letter in

whrch he accepts full responsrblhty i '
g B ' the Court. Inaddltlon '_

.'Center for Family- Development for evaluation and treatment, and a condition of no contact |

with the named v1ct:|m ‘The State defers to the Court with regards to any fmes, costs and

o chpm |

assessrnents
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The victim and her attorney have been consulted throughout the negotiation process

and both confirm approval of this outcome. She has been notiﬁed of the sentencing hearing.

I am advised that she does not wish to be present at the séntencing hearing but other

" members of her family may attend. |

h

DATED March 12, 2010.

“William E. Warnisher, OSB 92206
Assmtant District Attomey o
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March 9, 2010

I apologize to Heidi both for the incident and everything she has had to go through since it
happened. I accept responsibility for my actions. 1 am also sorry that she has'been treated by some
people as though she deserved blame for this. She does not. I ask people to treat her with respect. She
has not done anything wrong. ,

Heidi and I have been in a relationship that has meant a lot to both of us. Regardless of how things
are now, I care for and respect her and ask that others do the same. During the long period we were
boyﬁ'lend-glrlﬁ“iend we each grew close to one another’s families. I think we all still care for each other
in that way. :

1 hope to put tliis matter behind me now and learn from it. I have made a mistake and accept the
consequences. | look forward to demonstrating to my University, to my team and to the commumty that I
ama better man than recent events suggest. 8

hank you,

| ‘LaMich'ael_ James




